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ABSTRACT: 
 
As America embraces a more multicultural approach, moving 
from the melting pot to a salad bowl paradigm, it becomes 
more important for those involved in producing our food 
supply to understand the changes that are taking place in 
our country and some of the implications of these changes.  
An important driver is the changing demographics of the 
American population as we move away from being a country 
that is mainly populated with European immigrants to one 
with a more world-wide base. Change, although unsettling, 
presents many new opportunities for those who are prepared 
to open up their minds to the new reality. An understanding 
of the needs of these communities will be an important part 
of successful product development in the future. 
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